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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


Nadire Atas 22-CV-00853-LTS 


Plaintiff 


JURY TRIAL 


against 


The New York Times Company d/b/a The New York Times 
Ellen Pollock 
Lily Meier 
Kashmir Hill . 
THE DAILY PODCAST, 
Michael Barbaro 
John Does 1 through 10, 
XYZ Corporations | through 10, 
Matthew Cameron 
Jennifer Hefler 
Dr Joseph Caplan 
Michael Borysenko 
AKUMIN Inc. 
Defendants 


OPENING 
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Plaintiff, Nadire Atas as and for causes of action against the above-named defendants , and and 


in support of her Complaint, avers as follows: 


INTRODUCTION - NATURE OF THE ACTION 


ll, 


This defamation action arises out of the publication of the first false and defamatory 
article by Defendant Kashmir Hill, as the credited author, a tech reporter for the New 
York Times, and published in both the online and print versions of The Times. The article 
was first published on The New York Times website on January 30, 2021 with the 
headline, “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” and again in print version on Sunday January 31 
2021, a version of this article is prominently published in print in , Section A, Page | of 
the New York edition with the headline: “Attacked by a ‘Superspreader’ of Online 
Smears. 

The New York Times published and republished a second false and defamatory article 
By Defendant Kashmir Hill, as the credited author, a tech reporter for the New York 
Times, and published in both the online and print versions of The Times.The article was 
first published on The New York Times website on February 10, 2021 with the headline, 
“Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested” , and again in print version 
on February 11, 2021, a version of this article is published in print in , Section B, Page 4 
of the New York edition with the headline: “Canadian Woman Cited In Online Attacks Is 


Arrested” 
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. Both articles were promoted on the social media accounts of the New York Times 
facebook and twitter accounts and in the social media accounts of Kashmir Hill Twitter 
and Linkedin accounts with additional false and defamatory statements in the captions 

. Ms Atas brings this action to vindicate her rights under civil law, to restore her 
reputation and to establish Defendants’ liability for the harm that they have caused to Ms 
Atas’ reputation due to the reckless publication of these false and defamatory statements. 
. Ms Atas seeks an award of presumed and compensatory damages for the publication of 
this false story and, given the willful and malicious nature of Defendants’ conduct in 
knowingly publishing falsehoods out of a desire to cause harm to Ms Atas Plaintiff also 


seek an award of punitive damages. 


THE PARTIES 


. Plaintiff Nadire Atas (“ Ms. Atas ”’), is an individual ,. She is a natural 
person over the age of eighteen, a private citizen of Canada and domiciled in 
Toronto Ontario Canada . 

. Defendant The New York Times Company d/b/a The New York Times is a 
publicly traded New York corporation with its principal place of business at 
The New York Times Building, 620 Eighth Avenue, New York, New York. It 
publishes The New York Times, which has the third largest circulation of any 


U.S.-based newspaper. 


. Defendant Ellen Pollock is an editor of The New York Times. She is a citizen 


of the State of New York and is domiciled in New York State. She is a 
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natural person over the age of eighteen, 

9. Defendant Lily Meier daughter of Defendant Ellen Pollock. She is a citizen 
of the State of New York and is domiciled in New York State . She is aa 
natural person over the age of eighteen, 

10. Defendant Kashmir Hill is the credited author of “ A Vast Web of 
Vengeance” and "Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested". 
She is a citizen of the State of New York and is domiciled in New York State 
. She is a a natural person over the age of eighteen, and is, and/or at all 
relevant times was, an employee, officer, director and/or agent of The York 
Times as areporter of The New York Times. 

11. Defendant THE DAILY PODCAST, The Daily is a daily news podcast and 
radio show by the American newspaper The New York Times. Hosted by 
Times political journalist Michael Barbaro, its episodes are based on the 
Times' reporting of the day with interviews of journalists from the New York 
Times. 

12. Defendant Michael Barbaro is a political journalist for the Times and is the 
host of the THE DAILY PODCAST .He is a citizen of the State of New York 
and is domiciled in New York State. He is a natural person over the age of 
eighteen, and is, and/or at all relevant times was, an employee, officer, 
director and/or agent of The York Times as a political journalist for the Times 
and is the host of the THE DAILY PODCAST 

13. At all times relevant hereto, the defendants, John Does 1 through 10, are 


fictitious names used to identify those individuals whose names are presently 


14. 


13, 


16. 


Vd, 


18. 
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unknown to Plaintiff including, but not limited to , employed and not 
employed by The New York Times, publishers, editors, journalists, reporters, 
writers, videographers, advisors, consultants, officers, managers, owners, 
principals, employees, agents and/or other duly authorized individuals who 
caused or contributed to the causes, incidents or events for which Plaintiff 
seeks damages, and/or are vicariously or otherwise liable for the acts, 
commissions, or other culpable conduct of those who did cause or contribute 
to the causes, incidents or events alleged herein. 

At all times relevant hereto, the defendants, XYZ Corporations 1 through 10, 
are corporate entities presently unidentifiable to Plaintiff, including, but not 
limited to, employers or employees of any of the Defendants, media 
outlets,news stations, publication companies, and/or other duly authorized 
corporate entities or affiliates who caused or contributed to the incident or 
incidents for which Plaintiff seeks damages, and/or are vicariously and/or 
otherwise liable for the acts, commissions, or other culpable conduct of those 
who did cause or contribute to the causes, incidents, or events alleged herein. 
Defendant Matthew Cameron is a resident alien and domiciled in Arkansas 
USA 

Defendant Dr Joseph Caplan is a citizen of of the state of Arizona and 
domiciled in Arizona USA 

Defendant Jennifer Hefler is a resident alien and domiciled in Arkansas USA 
Defendant Michael Borysenko is a resident alien and domiciled in 


Washington, USA 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 
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Defendant AKUMIN Inc . is the employer of Matthew Cameron and is an 
outpatient diagnostic imaging services in the United States and headquartered 


in Florida USA 


VENUE AND JURISDICTION 


This Court has personal jurisdiction over The Times pursuant to New York Civil Practice 
Law and Rules § 301 (“CPLR”) because The Times has offices and its principal place of 
business in New York, New York, and the causes of action alleged herein arise out of The 
Times’ activities in New York, New York. This Court also has personal jurisdiction over 
The Times under CPLR § 302(a) because this action arises out of The Times’ transaction 
of business in New York, New York. 

This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action under 28 U.S.C. § 1332 
because the matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of 
interest and costs, and is between citizens of different states. 

Venue properly lies within this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because The 
Times resides in this judicial district and a substantial portion of the events giving rise to 


the claims asserted in this action occurred in this judicial district 


STATEMENT OF FACT 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


23 


24. 


vine 


26. 


21 


28. 
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The New York Times ( The Times ) is a multi-billion-dollar global media organization 
that publishes The New York Times daily newspaper, one of the oldest and most widely 
circulated print papers in the United States, and distributes content generated by its 
newsroom through its website www.NYTimes.com and several mobile platforms. The 
New York Times has been regarded as a national “newspaper of record,” a moniker that 
reflects the considerable weight and influence attributed to the “voice” of The Times. 
The Times’ print newspaper is sold in the United States and around the world through 
individual home delivery subscriptions, bulk subscriptions (primarily by schools and 
hotels), and single-copy sales. 

The Times’ content reaches a broad audience through its print, web and mobile platforms, 
including over three million paid subscribers and approximately 

122 million monthly unique visitors to its website. The Times charges consumers for 
content provided on its website and mobile applications. Digital subscriptions can be 
purchased individually or through group corporate or group education subscriptions. The 
Times’ “Metered Model” offers Internet users free access to a set number of articles per 
month on its website, and then charges users for access to content beyond that limit. 

As part of this transition, The Times and its reporters maintain their own social media 
accounts, such as Twitter, Facebook and Linkedin , on which they actively promote 
articles. 

One such article that defamed Ms. Atas , published on The New York Times website on 
January 30, 2021 with the headline, “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” and again in print 


version on Sunday January 31 2021, a version of this article is prominently published in 


29. 


30. 


ai, 


a2; 
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print in , Section A, Page 1 of the New York edition with the headline: “Attacked by a 
“Superspreader’ of Online Smears. 

The second article that defamed Ms. Atas , published on The New York Times website on 
February 10, 2021 with the headline, “Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is 
Arrested” , and again in print version on February 11, 2021, a version of this article is 
published in print in , Section B, Page 4 of the New York edition with the headline: 


“Canadian Woman Cited In Online Attacks Is Arrested” 


THE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLES 


It is the stuff of tabloids cloaked as investigative journalism 

In 2020, the Defendant Kashmir Hill was contacted by the Defendants Matthew Cameron 
and Dr. Joseph Caplan to write an article for the New York Times about Ms Atas to 
publicly smear her on the world stage with false statements that she is a mentally ill 
Toronto woman and her mental illness has caused her to go ona 25 year campaign of 
vengeance by anonymously posting thousands of false statements on the internet about 
many hundreds of people 

The article was first published on The New York Times website on January 30, 2021 
with the headline, “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” and again in print version on Sunday 
January 31 2021, a version of this article is prominently published in print in , Section 
A, Page 1 of the New York edition with the headline: “Attacked by a ‘Superspreader’ of 


Online Smears. 


33; 


34. 


ads 


36. 


a1, 
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The New York Times published and republished a second false and defamatory article 

by Defendant Kashmir Hill, as the credited author, a tech reporter for the New York 
Times, and published in both the online and print versions of The Times.The article was 
first published on The New York Times website on February 10, 2021 with the headline, 
“Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested” , and again in print version 
on February 11, 2021, a version of this article is published in print in , Section B, Page 4 
of the New York edition with the headline: “Canadian Woman Cited In Online Attacks Is 


Arrested” 


The articles have been picked up and republished by other media sources around the 


world and has become an international story in many languages 


* A VAST WEB OF VENGEANCE” AND PRINT VERSION “ATTACKED BY A 
‘SUPERSPREADER’ OF ONLINE SMEARS. 


The New York Times has published an article riddled with false and defamatory 
statements that Ms Atas is the author of thousands of internet postings about hundreds of 
people 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas threatened John Babcock. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas through implication is the author of a letter stating that Mr. Babcock's father "has 


been seen roaming the neighbourhood late at night and masturbating behind the bushes.” 


a8. 


a7, 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 
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The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas through implication that Ms Atas is the author employees of the bank, lawyers who 
represented the bank, lawyers who represented those lawyers, relatives of those people 
and on and on 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements with 
unnamed sources 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas is the author of internet postings about Matt Hefler beginning in June 2020. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that 
Kashmir Hill discovered a “paedophile" accusation against Guy Bbacock on an old 
WordPress blog where she was listed as the author and a few days later, the years-old 
comment had been deleted. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements through 
implication that Ms Atas has hereditary insanity 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that 
Canada's equivalent of a restraining order, was issued against her. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements with an 
unnamed source that a "waterfall of maggots" poured out of the refrigerator from a filthy 
apartment in 2008 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements with an 


unnamed source about criminal charges 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


SI. 


a2, 


53, 
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The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas is the author of Craigslist ads concerning Matthew Cameron and at Metadata from 
those emails, filed in court, pointed to Ms. Atas's involvement 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that 
Kashmir Hill spoke with Ms Atas’ relative and that family members had repeatedly tried 
and failed to get her help for mental health problems. This is fabricated as Kashmir Hill 
did not speak to a relative 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements through 
implication that depression is the cause of Ms Atas publication of thousands of internet 
postings about hundreds of people 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements through 
implication that Ms Atas requires forced mental health treatment 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas objected to Rip Off Reports removing postings 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas is barred from filing lawsuits without the court's permission. The Order of Justice 
Corbett barrs the defense of proceedings launched against Ms Atas and this matter and 
other matters are subject of a serious ongoing complaint and investigation with the 
Canadian Judicial Council 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements through 
implication that Ms Atas stayed at a shelter 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Mr. 


Caplan hired a private investigator to trail Ms. Atas, because she refused to say where she 


54. 


a2: 


56. 


as 


58. 
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lived or how she accessed the internet and that Mr. Caplan wanted that information in 
order to obtain evidence for his lawsuit. Kashmir Hill has deliberately published false 
statements to shield the the professional misconduct of Mr. Caplan 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that 
Judge Corbett found Ms. Atas in contempt of court because she had written to another 
judge, violating the restrictions placed on her as a vexatious litigant and she was 
sentenced to 74 days in prison. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 


Atas is the author of internet postings about Kashmir Hill, her husband and her editor 


“WOMAN ACCUSED OF DEFAMING DOZENS ONLINE IS ARRESTED” , 
AND “CANADIAN WOMAN CITED IN ONLINE ATTACKS IS ARRESTED” 


The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas wrote thousands of online posts defaming her perceived enemies 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas has waged online war against dozens of people in recent years, falsely accusing 
them of being scammers, thieves, sexual deviants and pedophiles. Her targets included a 
family that employed her 30 years ago; her mortgage lender; lawyers she had battled in 
court as well as those who had represented her; and the family members and colleagues 
of those people. 

The New York Times published an article lauding itself for Ms Atas’ arrest following a 


New York Times article published on January 30, 2021 


39. 


60. 


61. 


62. 


63; 
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The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 
Atas has told The Times that she had suffered from mental health problems in the past, 
and by implication tying her arrest to “mental health problems” 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that the 
targets of Ms. Atas’s attacks — including Guy Babcock, tried for years to get law 
enforcement to take criminal action against her, filing police reports in the United States, 
Britain and Canada, where her victims lived. The criminal charges filed this week are the 
first Ms. Atas has faced regarding her online posts. 

The New York Times published an article with false and defamatory statements that Ms 


Atas had been spamming with tens if not hundreds of posts 


TORONTO POLICE SERVICES 


The false and defamatory statements in the New York Times articles have been debunked 


and proven to be false by a thorough investigation by the Toronto Police Services . 


Following the New York Times publication of “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” , the Plaintiff 
Ms Atas was surveilled and arrested on February 9, 2021 by the Toronto Police Services 

, her electronic devices were seized and she was charged under the following sections of 
the Criminal Code of Canada for offenses between January 1, 2000 and February 9, 2021 

, over a broad twenty one (21 ) year period of the following sections of the Criminal 


Code of Canada: 
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a. 


b. 


Cc. 


S. 300 Publish Defamatory Libel Known To Be False between January 1, 2000 
and February 9, 2021 

S. 372 (1) Convey False Information With Intent To Alarm between January 1, 
2000 and February 9, 2021 

S. 264 (2) (b) Harassment By Repeated Communication With Person under the 
Criminal Code of Canada between January 1, 2000 and February 9, 2021 


64. The Plaintiff Ms Atas charged on February 9, 2021 under the Criminal Code of Canada 


to be prosecuted for the following complainants : 


Ss 


a © 


Dr. Joseph Caplan , 
Michael Borysenko, 
Matthew Cameron 
Gary Caplan 

Matt Hefler 
Christina Wallis 
Natalie Wallis 

Luc Groleau 

Guy Babcock 
Jonathan Stancer 


Brad Bartja 


65. The Plaintiff Nadire Atas was again arrested on April 7, 2021 by the Toronto Police 


Services and charged under the Criminal Code of Canada for offenses alleged to have 


occurred between January 1, 2000 and April 7, 2021 , over a broad twenty one ( 21 ) 


period to be prosecuted for the following complainants and the complainant Lily Meier is 


the daughter of the Defendant Ellen Pollock, business editor of the New York Times : 


ao oc fF & 


66. 


67. 


68. 
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Lily Meier 
John Babcock 
Samantha Stancer 


Alana Stancer 


Plaintiff Ms. Atas’ electronic devices ( computer and cell phone ) were seized by the 
Toronto Police Services upon her arrest on February 9, 2021 and following a thorough 
investigation and a search of the Plaintiff’s electronic devices by the Toronto Police 
Services by search warrant and finding no evidence of internet postings , the Attorney 
General of Ontario withdrew all the charges under the Criminal Code of Canada against 


the Plaintiff Ms Atas on December 7, 2021 


NO FINDING OF AUTHORSHIP 


The false and defamatory statements in the New York Times articles have been debunked 
and proven to be false by a Court Order of Justice Corbett in the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice dated August 5, 2021 making no finding of authorship 

Following the New York Times publication of “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” , on 
February 8, 2021 , Gary Caplan, lawyer for Defendant Dr, Joseph Caplan and others and 
who himself was interviewed by Kashmir Hill for the New York Times article , ““ A Vast 
Web of Vengeance” , sought a Court Order in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice in 
Canada from Justice Corbett that Ms. Atas is the author of a document consisting of 


2514 pages of URLs with the headline “ Schedule B List of Internet Posts Attributed to 


69. 


70. 


ral 


ds 
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Nadire Atas “, with the URLs dated prior to November 2019 and subsequent to 
November 2019 and continuing all the way to January 28, 2021 

Justice Corbett , in his August 5 , 2021 decision reporting at Caplan v. Atas, 2021 
ONSC 5390 (CanLII) in Paragraph 23, made order that he makes no finding of 
authorship of the internet postings contained in the 2514 pages of URLs with the 
headline “ Schedule B List of Internet Posts Attributed to Nadire Atas “, 

Although Gary Caplan is not a lawyer for the Defendants Matthew Cameron , Matt 
Hefler , Jennifer Hefler , Michael Borysenko and Akumin Inc,, Gary Caplan included 
URLs of postings about Matthew Cameron , Matt Hefler , Jennifer Hefler , Michael 
Borysenko and Akumin Inc in his document consisting of 2514 pages of URLs with the 
headline “ Schedule B List of Internet Posts Attributed to Nadire Atas “. 

The New York Times article “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” referred to Matt Hefler and 
wrote that he had become a “ victim “ of Ms Atas in June 2020. The New York Times 
published this false and defamatory statement without evidence . After the publication of 
The New York Times article , Gary Caplan inserted Matt Hefler’s name and URLs about 
him into a document and tried to get a Court Order that Ms Atas is the author and it was 
denied. 

The brazenness of the Defendants’ actions cannot be understated in their insidious plan to 
obtain Court Orders that Ms Atas is the author of internet postings after the New York 


Times has already published a false and defamatory article that Ms Atas is the author 


ELECTRONIC DEVICES BELONGING TO MS ATAS 


ves 


74. 


Tas 


76. 


ads 
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Following the New York Times publication of “ A Vast Web of Vengeance” , on 
February 11, 2021 , Gary Caplan, lawyer for Defendant Dr, Joseph Caplan and others and 
who himself was interviewed by Kashmir Hill for the New York Times article , “ A Vast 
Web of Vengeance” , sought an Ex-Parte Court Order in the Ontario Superior Court of 
Justice from Justice Corbett for a civil search warrant to enter Ms Atas’ home and seize 
her Electronic Devices to obtain evidence of internet postings about his clients and others 
Gary Caplan, upon being advised that the Toronto Police Services had seized Ms Atas’ 
electronic devices upon her arrest, Gary Caplan then sought an Order to obtain a copy of 
the hard drives of the electronic devices seized by and in the custody of the Toronto 
Police Services to obtain evidence of internet postings about his clients and others 

The Attorney General of Ontario and Ms Atas’ criminal defense lawyer challenged 
Justice Corbett’s jurisdiction and vehemently opposed the unprecedented attempt of a 
civil litigant and complainant to the Criminal Code Charges to interfere with a police 
investigation and criminal prosecution by seizing evidence in police custody 

Gary Caplan abandoned his motion upon being served with the factums of the Attorney 
General of Ontario and Ms Atas’ criminal defense lawyer opposing his motion to 
interfere with a police investigation and criminal prosecution by seizing evidence in 
police custody 

The brazenness of the Defendants’ actions cannot be understated in their insidious plan to 
obtain Ms Atas’ electronic devices on the theory that the devices contain evidence of 
internet postings and to prove that Ms Atas is the author of internet postings after the 
New York Times has already published a false and defamatory article that Ms Atas is the 


author 


48; 


79, 


80. 
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THE DAILY - APRIL 6, 2021 


Kashmir Hill, the credited reporter for the New York Time articles appeared on the The 


Daily and defamed Nadire Atas by slander with false statements on April 6, 2021 


THE DAILY - MAY 3, 2021 


Kashmir Hill, the credited reporter for the New York Time articles appeared on the The 


Daily and defamed Nadire Atas by slander with false statements on May 3, 2021 


THE CURRENT WITH MATT GALLOWAY ON THE CBC IN CANADA - MAY 


17, 2021 


Kashmir Hill, the credited reporter for the New York Time articles appeared on The 
Current with Matt Galloway on the CBC in Canada and defamed Nadire Atas by slander 


with false statements on May 17, 2021 


DEFENDANTS MATTHEW CAMERON, DR. JOSEPH CAPLAN, JENNIFER 
HEFLER, MICHAEL BORYSENKO AND AKUMIN INC 


81. 


82. 


83. 
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The Plaintiff discovered In February 2022 through disclosure provided by the Attorney 
General of Ontario that between October 2020 - February 2021, the Defendants Matthew 
Cameron, Dr. Joseph Caplan, Jennifer Hefler, Michael Borysenko and Akumin Inc had 
been simultaneously providing to the Toronto Police over 500 pages of documents as a 
presentation to convince the Toronto Police Services to arrest and charge Ms Atas under 
the Criminal Code of Canada 

In February 2022 through disclosure provided by the Attorney General of Ontario, Ms 
Atas discovered that some of Defendant Kashmir Hill’s sources were the Defendants 
Matthew Cameron, Dr. Joseph Caplan, Jennifer Hefler, Michael Borysenko and Akumin 
Inc and that Kashmir Hill had collaborated with the Defendants to include “ evidence “ 
that she had discovered to be in their presentation to the Toronto Police Services dated 
January 6, 2021, referencing that Ms Atas was “interviewed “ by a reporter from the The 
New York Times , in order to convince the Toronto Police Services to arrest Ms Atas as 
this was evidence that Ms Atas had electronic devices in her possession that would have 
evidence of internet postings on the devices. 

The following statement was in the presentation to the Toronto Police Services dated 
January 6, 2021, referencing the reporter from the The New York Times . The referenced 
article was published by The New York Times three (3) weeks later on January 30, 2021 


under the heading “A Vast Web of Vengeance “: 


NOTE: When this website was first identified, Atas' name was not present Shortly after 
Nadire Atas was interviewed by a reporter from The New York Times about an article on 


internet defamation and harassment, the post was changed back to “Unknown”: 


84. 


85. 


86. 
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Defendant Matthew Cameron filed complaint with the Toronto Police Services fir the 
second set of Criminal Code Charges that included Lily Meier , daughter of Defendant 
Ellen Pollock 

An unidentified reporter for the New York Times attended Ms Atas’ bail hearing on April 
23, 2021 and the following day emailed to the Attorney General of Ontario a link to the 


New York Times article 


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/202 1/04/24/technology/online-slander-websites.htm 


1 


Kashmir Hill Tweets A Vast Web of Vengeance 


2:30 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


I've been working on this internet horror story for months, but the people in it have been 


living it for more than a decade was published at URL 


https ://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1355599198306103297 
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Thread 


A Kashmir Hal @ 
I've been working on this internet horror story for 


months, but the people in it have been living it for more 
than a decade. 


Published 2021 


1910 Recweets $34 ets $654 Like 


87. 2:33 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 
Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


In September 2018, Guy Babcock discovered that he and his entire extended family had 
been branded pedophiles, scammers, thieves and sexual deviants online. When he 


investigated, he discovered a 25-year-old grudge was published at 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1355600108663042048 
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Thread 


“ 
4: Kashmir Hill @ 


In September 2018, Guy Babcock discovered that he 
and his entire extended family had been branded 
pedophiles, scammers, thieves and sexual deviants 
online. When he investigated, he discovered a 25-year- 
old grudge. 


E Published 2021 


A Vast Web of Vengeance (Published 2027) 


88. 2:34 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


How one woman destroyed the online reputations of more than 145 people and why it's 


been impossible to fix them: 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1355600334538895377 
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¢ Thread 
a. Kashmir Hill@ 
How one woman destroyed the online reputations of 


more than 145 people and why it's been impossible to 
fix them: 


t | Published 2021 


A Vat Web of Vengeance (Published 2021) 
Out eatroyed Guy Babcock 
t r 


89. 2:42 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


The woman goes after someone's reputation online, and those of their family members, 
and of their colleagues. As I reported the story out, defamatory posts started appearing 
about me. And my husband. And my editor. https://nytimes.com/2021/01/30/tec was 


published at 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/135560240708283 1874 
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The woman goes after someone's reputation orine, 
and those of their family members, and of their 
colleagues. As | reported the story out, defamatory 
posts started appearing about me, And my husband 
And my editor. nytimes.com 2021/01/20/tec 


90.2:48 PM - Jan 30, 2021 Twitter Web App 


Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


Other people at @nytimes contributed to this story but we haven't named them for that 


reason. Published at 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/13556038 12774502401 
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: @kashhil 


Other people at @nytimes contributed to this story but 
we haven't named them for that reason. 
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91. 5:59 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Kashmir Hill Twitter Account 


I heard "where there's smoke, there's fire" from people in the victims' orbit who had seen 
the search results and thought they looked ridiculous but also 'couldn't help but 


wonder.'was published at https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1355651889069760520 
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a. Kashmir Hill @ 
: » @kashhill 


Replying to @That_AC and @nytimes 


| heard "where there's smoke, there's fire" from people 
in the victims’ orbit who had seen the search results 
and thought they looked ridiculous but also ‘couldn't 
help but wonder.’ 


5:59 PM - Jan 30, 2021 - Twitter Web App 


1 Quote Tweet 10 Likes 


92. Jan 31 2021 Kashmir Hill Linkedin 


I’ve written many stories about people being slandered online and not 
being able to fix it, but this one was at a scale and scope I’ve never 
encountered before. This woman attacks her perceived enemies, and then 
their family members and their colleagues and on and on. While I 


reported out the story, she came after me, my husband and my editor. Published at 


https ://www.linkedin.com/in/kashmirhill/recent-activity/ 
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93.1:25 PM- Jan 312021 New York Times facebook 


https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10152592462499999&id=5281959998 


re) The New York Times @ 
Two ywars ago, Gury Babcock dscowered thal scrmane had standered him and Ne feenity srernmers comes, calling 
Tham Tiewes, Nawtksters aed Pedopiies. He investigated ald Gacoverad 2 Grudge thal wert back 275 years 


¥Ou sos 


1 Sturwes 


Case 1:22-cv-00853-JPO Document 23 Filed 10/17/22 Page 28 of 40 


94. 2:56 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 
The family had been targeted by a “super-spreader” — a person who helps make and 
spread vicious false attacks. They were dragged into one of the worst places on the 
internet, where people’s character is held for ransom. https://nyti.ms/2MCkjpe published 


at 


https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1355605736211013635 


« Thread 


@ The Now York Times @ 


The family had been targeted by a “super-spreader” 
8 person who helps make and spread vicious false 
attacks. They were dragged into one of the worst 
places on the internet, where people's character is 
held for ransom. ny IMCKis 
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Many of the false posts appeared on a website called Ripoff Report, one of hundreds of 
“complaint sites” that let people anonymously expose an unreliable handyman, a cheating 


ex, a sexual predator. But there is no fact-checking, and limited accountability. 


Published at https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1355605867924770820 
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@ The New York Tines @ 


Many of the false posts appeared on a website called 
Ripoff Report, one of hundreds of “complaint sites” 
that let people anonymously expose an unreliable 
handyman, a cheating ex, a sexual predator, But there 
is no fact-checking, and limited accountability. 
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96. 2:57 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


While looking through his Google results, Guy Babcock recognized the photo of a 
commenter who had slandered him. It was a woman who had worked for his family 25 


years earlier. It appeared that she was still harboring a grudge published at 
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https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1355605960530817026 
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@ The New York Tines @ 


While looking through his Google results, Guy Babcock 
recognized the photo of a commenter who had 
slandered him. It was 8 woman who had worked for his 
family 25 years earlier. It appeared that she was still 
harboring a grudge, 


© | Published 2021 


97. 2:57 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Guy Babcock discovered that his attacker had more than 100 other victims. They had 


tried and failed for years to get tech companies to remove thousands of abusive posts. 


https://nyti.ms/2MCkjpe published at 


https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/135560606277955 1744 
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@ The New York Times @ 


Guy Babcock discovered that his attacker had more 
than 100 other victims. They had tried and failed for 
years to get tech companies to remove thousands of 
abusive posts. nyti.ms/2MCkjpe 


“You discover that someone you've 
never met, across the country, is 


running a one-man troll farm against 


you. It’s a nightmare scenario. 


MATINEW HEFLER 


98. 2:58 PM - Jan 30, 2021-Twitter Web App 


Some companies took down slanderous posts after our reporter 


@kashhill contacted them to request comments for this article. But the false posts had 


already spread across a web of interconnected sites. Read more: Published at 


https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1355606384134541313 
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@ The New Wort Ties © 


Some companies took down slanderous posts after our 
reporter kash! contacted them to request 
cormments for this article. But the false posts had 
already spread across a web of interconnected sites, 
Read more: 


€ | Published 2021 


99. 4:09 PM - Feb 10, 2021 -Twitter Web App 


The woman who trashed the online reputations of Guy Babcock and dozens of other 


people was arrested in Toronto yesterday: Published at 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1359610413793619969?lang=en 
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a. Kanterer Hell @ 
The woman who trashed the online reputations of Guy 


Babcock and dozens of other people was arrested in 
Toronto yesterday: 


€ | Published 2021 


100. 4:28 PM: Feb 10, 2021 -Twitter for iPhone 


How she was arrested is almost as mind-blowing as the original story Published at 


https://twitter.com/kashhill/status/1359615257803710467 
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a. Kasherer Hal @ 


How she was arrested is almost as mind-blowing as the 
1021/02/10/tex 


original story nytimes.com/2 


The day after The Times published its 
article, which quoted Ms. Wallis 
extensively, a site called 
GossipBlaze,com emailed her, saying that 
they believed Ms. Atas had “been 
Spamming our submission form with tens 
if not hundreds of posts.” 


“Almost all of them are from the same IP 
and we figured it might be helpful to pass 
you this info," the email said, referring to 
an internet protocol address, a unique 
identifier used by a computer or a 
computer network. 
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CAUSE OF ACTION FOR PUBLICATION OF “ A VAST WEB OF 
VENGEANCE” ON THE NEW YORK TIMES WEBSITE ON JANUARY 30, 
2021 


(Defamation, Defamation Per Se, and Defamation by Implication) 


101. The story was posted at the URL 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/30/technology/change-my-google-results.html 
remains online at that location. 

102. Defendants published or caused to be published false and defamatory statements in 
the“‘A Vast Web of Vengeance” , which did and had the tendency to expose Ms. Atas to 


hatred, contempt, ridicule and/or disgrace. 
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103. Defendants had no applicable privilege or legal authorization to publish these false 
and defamatory statements or, if they did, they abused that privilege. 

104. These statements are libelous because they tend to expose Ms. Atas to public 
contempt, ridicule, aversion or disgrace, and to induce an evil opinion of Ms. Atas in the 
minds of right-thinking persons, and to deprive Ms. Atas of friendly intercourse in 
society 

105. The defamatory statements in the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ are of and 
concerning Ms. Atas , and reasonably understood to be about Ms Atas . 

106. The defamatory statements in ““ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ are false. 

107. The Times published the defamatory statements in the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ 
knowing that they are false or with reckless disregard for the truth of the statements. 

108. The defamatory statements in the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ constitute 
defamation per se because they tended to injure Ms. Atas in her trade, business or 
profession and directly implicated Ms. Atas in criminal activity ; specifically that she 
was putting peoples safety at risk 

109. In light of Ms. Atas standing in the community, the nature of the statements made 
about her, the extent to which those statements were circulated, and the tendency of such 
statements to injure someone such as Ms. Atas , the defamatory statements in the “A 
Vast Web of Vengeance “ have directly and proximately caused Ms. Atas to suffer 
significant damages, including damage to her reputation, humiliation, embarrassment, 
mental suffering, shame and emotional distress. These damages are ongoing in nature and 


will continue to be suffered in the future. 
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110. The re-publication of the defamatory statements in the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ 
in other publications, as well as via the dissemination of the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ 
through social media, caused Ms Atas to suffer additional damages, all of which were 
foreseeable to Defendants 

111. Defendants’ conduct was committed knowingly, intentionally, willfully, wantonly 
and maliciously, with the intent to harm Ms. Atas , or in blatant disregard of the 
substantial likelihood of causing her harm, thereby entitling Ms. Atas to an award of 


punitive damages. 


CAUSE OF ACTION PUBLICATION OF “WOMAN ACCUSED OF DEFAMING 
DOZENS ONLINE IS ARRESTED” ON THE NEW YORK TIMES WEBSITE 
ON FEBRUARY 10, 2021 


(Defamation, Defamation Per Se, and Defamation by Implication) 


112. The story was posted at the URL 


https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/10/technology/nadire-atas-arrest.html 


remains online at that location. 

113. Defendants published or caused to be published false and defamatory statements in 
the “Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested”, which did and had the 
tendency to expose Ms. Atas to hatred, contempt, ridicule and/or disgrace. 

114. Defendants had no applicable privilege or legal authorization to publish these false 


and defamatory statements or, if they did, they abused that privilege. 
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115. These statements are libelous because they tend to expose Ms. Atas to public 
contempt, ridicule, aversion or disgrace, and to induce an evil opinion of Ms. Atas in the 
minds of right-thinking persons, and to deprive Ms. Atas of friendly intercourse in 
society 

116. The defamatory statements in the “Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is 
Arrested” are of and concerning Ms. Atas , and reasonably understood to be about Ms 
Atas . 

117. The defamatory statements in “Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is 
Arrested” are false. 

118. The Times published the defamatory statements in the “Woman Accused of Defaming 
Dozens Online Is Arrested” knowing that they are false or with reckless disregard for the 
truth of the statements. 

119. The defamatory statements in the “ A Vast Web of Vengeance “ constitute defamation 
per se because they tended to injure Ms. Atas in her trade, business or profession and 
directly implicated Ms. Atas in criminal activity ; specifically that she was putting 
peoples safety at risk 

120. Inlight of Ms. Atas standing in the community, the nature of the statements made 
about her, the extent to which those statements were circulated, and the tendency of such 
statements to injure someone such as Ms. Atas , the defamatory statements in the 
“Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested” have directly and 
proximately caused Ms. Atas to suffer significant damages, including damage to her 
reputation, humiliation, embarrassment, mental suffering, shame and emotional distress. 


These damages are ongoing in nature and will continue to be suffered in the future. 
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121. The re-publication of the defamatory statements in the “Woman Accused of 
Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested” in other publications, as well as via the 
dissemination of the “Woman Accused of Defaming Dozens Online Is Arrested” 
through social media, caused Ms Atas to suffer additional damages, all of which were 
foreseeable to Defendants 

122. Defendants’ conduct was committed knowingly, intentionally, willfully, wantonly 
and maliciously, with the intent to harm Ms. Atas , or in blatant disregard of the 
substantial likelihood of causing her harm, thereby entitling Ms. Atas to an award of 


punitive damages. 


MS ATAS IS A PRIVATE FIGURE 


123. Ms Atas is a private figure for the purposes of this defamation action, having lived 
her entire life outside of the public eye. 

124. Ms Atas had no notoriety of any kind in the community at large. 

125. MsAtas did not, by any voluntary act, involve herself in any particular and 
identifiable public controversy. 

126. Ms Atas did not involve herself publicly to the extent that she either assumed a role of 
public prominence or was in a position to influence others or the outcome of any 
identifiable public controversy. 


127. Ms Atas has never enjoyed regular and continuing access to the media. 
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128. Ms Atas made no public appearances prior to the initial false accusations against her 
arising from the New York Times article 
129. Prior to the Times’ January 30, 2021 Article, Ms Atas had issued no public 


statements and made no media appearances. 


PRAYER FOR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Nadire Atas , demands judgment against defendants, The New York 
Times Company d/b/a The New York Times, Ellen Pollock, Lily Meier, Kashmir Hill , . THE 
DAILY PODCAST, Michael Barbaro, John Does 1 through 10, XYZ Corporations | through 10, 
Matthew Cameron, Jennifer Hefler, Dr Joseph Caplan, Michael Borysenko, AKUMIN Inc , 


jointly and severally, as follows: 


a) That judgment be entered against the Defendants for substantial compensatory damages in an 
amount not less than One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,000.00); 

b) Punitive damages in the amount of Four Hundred Million Dollars ( $400,000,000.00;) 

c) All taxable litigation costs, pre-judgment interest, and post-judgment interest; and 

d)For an award of interest, costs, expenses and attorneys’ fees pursuant to statute; and 


e) For such other relief as this Court may deem fair, equitable and just. 


DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 


Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury as to all issues so triable. 
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Dated: October 14, 2022 Respectfully Submitted 


Nadire Atas 
411- 11 Thorncliffe Park Dr 
Toronto, ON M4H 1P3 


